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collections. Some of the temple craftsmen of the
present day show no mean artistry when they
are called upon to represent the Lord of the
Dance, though modern images cannot compare
with the great masterpieces of Chola times.
Siva, as mentioned above, is said to dance in
108 different modes, though very few excepting
the Nadanta dance are represented in temple
images, probably because the spiral dance of
Yoga sums up in itself the whole mechanism of
the cosmos. Most of the other complementary
modes of dancing are, however, carved as orna-
mentation on the gateway of the Nataraja temple
at Chidambaram, with Sanskrit labels to distin-
guish them. Each dance may be said to sym-
bolise some Mnetic attribute of the Godhead ; a
separate series of time-beats of the cosmic rhythm,
like the musical ragas ; or variations of the cosmic
mathematical law. A series of serpentine dances
is shown, representing spiral or gliding motion,
one with a similar significance is named after a
flash of lightning. The discus, or chakra, repre-
sents circular motion. Eight of them are based
on the swastika, which probably is a symbol of
the movement of the sun across the heavens.
A leaping deer suggests the wave-line which in
early Buddhist sculpture was used as a symbol of
re-incarnation. A large number are difficult to
identify, either from, the sculptures or the texts,
but the general idea seems obvious, that Siva,